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Central Business District (CBD) Street Resurfacing and  
Streetscape Program 

Public Information Session # 1 
July 27, 2006 

The “Centre” – Heritage Ballroom 

Agenda Handout 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

� Welcome  
- John Loete, City of Elgin Director of 

Public Works 
 
 
� Consultant Team Introductions and 

Session Procedures 
- Richard Hayden, DLK Civic Design 

 
 
� “Systems Analysis” Presentation 

- Ryan Scherner, DLK Civic Design 
 
 
� Explanation of Breakout Session 

- Brian Fairwood, TranSystems 
 
 
� Breakout Board Discussions 

- All 
 
 
� Table Reports  

- Brian Fairwood, TranSystems and 
Board Spokespersons 

 
 
� Next Steps  

- Richard Hayden, DLK Civic Design 

(Design Charette Workshop) 
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Project Background 
The City is currently experiencing considerable redevelopment of its older downtown 
Central Business District (CBD).  With the numerous redevelopment efforts that are taking 
place, the need to repair, update and enhance the sidewalks and streets has become evident.  
It is envisioned that the improvements would include the replacement of sidewalks and curb 
and gutter with new ones that include paver streetscape accents, planters with irrigation, 
decorative street lights, street furniture, additional street trees and repaving of the streets.  
The look would be similar to that found on Douglas Avenue, Grove Avenue, and Symphony 
Way around the The Centre.   
 
In addition to the above work, the underground utilities will also need to be reconditioned.  
The water main and water services in the CBD are old, buried deeper than necessary due to 
street grade changes over the years and not easily repairable.  The storm and sanitary sewers 
have been inspected and repaired in the past but also need to be evaluated and any 
recommended repairs addressed.  Lining of all sewer mains is budgeted for 2006 by the 
annual Public Works contract. 
 
To oversee the CBD Improvement Project, the City of Elgin has engaged the services of 
TranSystems Corporation and DLK Civic Design to provide design services for water main 
and water service replacement, streetscape amenities construction and street resurfacing.   
 
Both the surface and underground work will have a high impact on the residents and 
businesses in the area. For this reason, construction will need to be well planned and 
executed in order to maintain reasonable access during construction.  The general plan for 
the program is for the utility work to occur the year before the surface improvements.  The 
project has been laid out such that surface improvements would begin in 2007 and be 
concluded by the end of 2011 construction season.  In order to maintain this proposed 
schedule, the underground utility work for the first year of the surface improvements must 
be done in 2006.   
 
Because of the impact on the residents and businesses in the area, the consultant team will 
be required to provide a substantial public relations/information effort during the course of 
the project.  This will likely include frequent public meetings, newsletters, updates and 
project status reports via mailings/handouts and on the City’s website during design and 
construction of the project. 
 
For more information, contact John Loete, Director of Public Works at (847) 931-6001. 
  


